Field Test Makro Racer
was recently given the
opportunity to put the
Makro Racer through its
paces on some of my sites.
When I first heard the name my
immediate thought was that it was
some type of racing bike! However, after
a bit of research I found out that Makro
have joined forces with Nokta, one of
whose detectors I reviewed in a recent
issue. I was more than happy with the
Nokta, so this fact came as a bit of a
pleasant surprise.
The detector arrived on a Friday.
When I reviewed the Nokta Fors Core I
mentioned how impressed I was with the
very eye-catching packaging and how
the contents were all well protected. I
have read that people don’t care if their
new detector comes in a plain brown box
so long as it’s cheaper. I bought a well
known detector a month or so ago and
it came in a cheap brown box with everything thrown in, although protected by
bubble wrap. Yes, this did the job, but
when I take ages to research a detector,
and finally decide that this is going to be
my best friend for some time, and get my
wallet out, I do not want it to arrive in
a shabby box with cheap paper instructions that hardly tell me a thing.
When I said I was impressed with
the Nokta, I was even more impressed
with the built and shear good looks of
the Makro. The box gave the impression
of a quality product inside and when
I opened it everything was fitted in its
place perfectly. They say first impressions count, and the Racer made a good
impression in me right from the start. I
would certainly give it 10 out of 10 for
build quality. But, of course, the proof
is in the finds bag! So, would this lovely
wine-coloured Racer prove itself on my
sites?
When I set the detector up, I was
lucky enough to get the large 15in accessory coil with it; the coil looked so good
I could not resist putting it on. The stem
was very firm with no horrible wobbly or
weak bits, and it held the big coil solidly.
However, it did have one flaw that I
think was a fault at the factory. The coil
bolt was far too short so I had to put my
own in it to hold it securely; but it did
the trick. The big coil was slightly heavy
at first use, but I did get accustomed to it
after a few hours.
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The features on the Makro Racer are
similar to those found on a lot of detectors nearly double the price.

Search Modes

All Metal Will detect and signal all
items from ferrous to non ferrous, but
will give a meter discrimination reading.
I would use this feature if I was on a site
with little iron and coke. If the ground
contains a lot of this, then it would get
frustrating looking at the meter constantly. In these conditions it would
be much better to use the 10in x 5in
elliptical coil and two tone feature that
has rapid recovery speed and excellent
discrimination.
Two Tones This is my preferred
mode and is one of my favourite sounds
on a detector. The Racer has a rapid
recovery speed and a quality sound to it.
I really enjoy using this mode for most
of my searching. It has more power than
the Three Tone mode. The latter I found I
could run at full sensitivity with the 15in

coil but when I changed it to Two Tones
I needed to drop my sensitivity to calm
it down.
Three Tones As I mentioned above
I preferred the Two Tone mode, but this
was only because I was digging all nonferrous signals. However, if I was – for
instance – looking for a hoard of coins
that would produced a high VDI reading,
then I would change the setting to Three
Tones and listen for high tones only (or
vice versa if I was looking for low conductors). You can also use Three Tones
for general detecting so you have an idea
of the conductivity of the item before
you dig it. This mode, as stated, in the
manual does not have as much power to
it as Two Tone mode and I found this to
be correct during my testing.
Beach Mode I never used the Racer
on the beach due to tight deadlines for a
field test, but I will do another test on the
beach very soon.
Wireless Headphones To be honest I did not use this feature; also I did
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not find the tone from the headphones
supplied was as sharp as my Hunter
headphones even though they were of
very good quality. On some detectors
back phones just don’t do it, and this

Racer fitted with 11 inch coil.
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is one of those detectors. However, the
Racer does has a Bluetooth headphone
feature that I know will be very popular
with a lot of detectorists.
I have used the Racer since I received
it on pasture, plough, and stubble. My
first weekend out with it was at a site
Rab, Bobby and myself have been going
to for years. I had fitted the 15in DD coil,
set the detector to Three Tones mode,
Gain at 99, and found the detector was
very stable. I switched between Three
and Two Tones at times during the first
part of my search, but to get used to the
detector I settled on Three Tones for the
remainder of the day.
The Racer was stable but sparking and
buzzing away on coke and iron. Like every
single frequency detector will sometimes
give a good signal on coke. My testing in
air gave a reading of 45 or under on coke
while a cut quarter was 48 plus. This does
not give much room for error – especially
if the ground is mineralised, which can
pull the VDI number nearer the ferrous
end of the scale. I found that sometimes
coke signalled higher than this always at
around the 83 mark. But this was usually when the coke was lying on the top
of the ground and if you do a 45 degree
sweep you get a clear buzz allowing you
to recognise it. On a site with quite a lot
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of iron and coke it can tiring listening
to the banging and grunting, so upping
the ID mask to cut out the iron grunt
(between 10-20) will eliminate lots of the
noise making it a more enjoyable search.
But if coke becomes a problem, or you
did not want to hear it, then increasing
the ID mask to more than 40 will allow
for a nice silent search. Some detectorists
will say that you get less depth using discrimination in this way, but on my testing
over the years this is minimal, if any, on
different detectors.
If you are searching and get three (or
maybe a lot more) coke or iron signals
per sweep the chances are you will get
fed up investigating or digging each signal. So using this discrimination facility
will make you concentrate on the targets
VDI 40 or higher so. But if you use this
method remember that the coke and
iron have not vanished because you can’t
hear it. Therefore slow down your sweep
speed to about 2-3 second sweeps. Give
the detector plenty of time to recover
between those targets your detector is
still seeing but not allowing you to hear.
The Racer has a rapid recovery speed
(up there with the best of them) and
combined with the Two Tone mode is
very effective in amongst iron, especially
with the 10in x 5in DD elliptical coil

Toddy Irvine

fitted. I used this coil a lot over the time
I had the detector on sites with a high
mineralisation reading on the meter and
it managed good depth on these soil
conditions.
Back to my first day out with Rab,
Bobby, and Peter I used the Racer all day
with the big coil. Peter was using the
Safari with 14in x 10in Detech coil fitted,
Bobby had the XP Deus and 11in coil on,
and Rab had his trusty GPX 5000.
We searched all day with the mineralisation reading flicking between half
and three-quarters meaning medium
coke and iron content.
Rab with his GPX managed to find
two hammered coins: one a cut half
and the other a full Edward penny. He
uttered his usual tirade of wind ups on
how his detector was the best in the
world and how he was going home with

two silver coins! We do this all the time
and it’s good banter, but he got a wakeup
call when the Racer pulled out a nice
George III bull head shilling and then,
not long after, my first James III groat in
nearly 26 years of detecting! I was over
the moon to say the least, as these are
not common finds.
I have used the Racer on plough with
the 10in x 5in coil fitted, and it worked a
treat. Normally I prefer all metal in these
conditions, but the sites had a lot of iron
and it was raining on both occasions. I
used the Two Tone mode and found it
the ideal set up to get in between the
ruts; it also had less weight especially
with mud stuck to the bottom of the
search head. This coil is a good investment as well as the 15in coil, which will
give some more depth and coverage on
less iron contaminated sites. It is ideal for

new sites in order to cover a lot of ground
quickly, but then you slow down when
you find a busy area.

Depth

I found the depth of the Racer up
there with the Deus and T2 with similar
coil sizes fitted. I don’t think you will be
left wanting in the depth or sensitivity
department with a detector and at what
I hear will retail at a very competitive
price.

Personal Ratings

• Depth 10 out of 10
• Sensitivity 10 out of 10
• Discrimination 10 out of 10 (similar
as most single frequencies on coke)
• Build quality 10 out of 10
• Weight 10 out of 10 (light as a
feather).
In my opinion the Makro Racer will
match performance of detectors costing
nearly double the price. It has all the
features that would suite somebody on
a budget moving up from a low or midrange machine. I really enjoyed using
this detector and would have no qualms
TH
in recommending it to anyone.

George III
bull head
shilling.

James III
groat.

Hammered clod shot.

Finds from the first outing.
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